The Pentrich
Revolution Bicentenary

® On 9th June 1817, over 300 men set out for
Nottingham from villages on the Derbyshire-
Nottinghamshire border.

e They thought they were part of a ‘general
rising’ to bring down an unjust and oppressive
government. Motivated by poverty and hunger,
all efforts to gain a hearing suppressed, and
having no vote, many saw an armed revolt as
the only alternative.

e Unbeknown to them, Government ‘agents
provocateurs’, had encouraged the armed revolt.
Rebel leaders had already been arrested and only a
handful would take up arms in Huddersfield and
Nottingham. The Derbyshire men were to be used as an
‘example’ to others.

e Ambushed by troops, the marchers fled and many were
arrested. At their trial in Derby, three - Brandreth, Ludlam
and Turner - were sentenced to be hanged then beheaded.
Fourteen were transported to penal colonies in Australia,
cthers imprisoned.

Their families were evicted and homes destroyed.

Walks in this series

1. Nottingham, England 10. Heanor, England

2. South Wingfield, England  11. Langley Mill, England

3. Fritchley, England 12. Eastwood, England

4. Heage, England 13. Giltbrook, England

5. Pentrich, England 14. Sutton in Ashfield, England
6. Alfreton, England 15. Derby, England

7. Swanwick, England 16. Sydney, Australia

8. Ripley, England 17. Parramatta, Australia

9, Codnor, England 18. Kiama, Australia

19. The full route of the march, England.
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On 9th June 1817 over 300 men marched from
villages in Derbyshire towards Nottingham. They
believed that they were joining a general rising
across the Midlands and the North o bring down an
unjust and repressive government. All were ordinary
working men, framework knitters, miners and others.
Motivated by poverty and the hunger of their families,
they demanded reform, including the right of all men
to a vote. Among them were men from Heanor and
Loscoe.

Why did they turn to revolution?

In 1817 many people faced poverty and hunger. Trades
like that of the stocking frame knitters, faced depression.
Hit by the recent war. Food prices were high, with the
failure harvests, caused by the recent Tambora volcanic
eruption. The Government represented only the 3% of
wealthy land-owners and would not listen to the cries for
reform.

Working people joined the Hampden Clubs, calling for
reform. One Hampden Club started in Heanor.
Framework knltters mlners and others met at the Nag's
G Head, Thomas
Allen's house on
Tagg Hill, or at
the Methodist
meeting house
on Tagg Hill,
owned by
Samuel Weston.

A petition was
presented to the
Government
calling for a vote
for ALL men and other reforms. These demands sound
so reasonable today but their petition was ignored.
Instead Habeus Corpus was suspended, allowing
arbitrary arrest and imprisonment. Many now saw no
alternative but to take up arms. Among them were
Heanor men like Robert Bestwick, who had chaired the
Club in Heanor, a stockinger John McKesswick and
others who would join the June rising.

Spies and Agents
Provocateurs

There was a fourth reason
for the Rising in 1817.
Unknown to the rebels the

Government was already
fully aware of their plans.
Government spies actively
encouraged a rising so that
the Government could make
an example of the
Derbyshire men.
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One was William Oliver, employed by Lord Sidmouth, the Home
Secretary. He had insinuated himself into the circles of those
calling for reform and pretended to be their ‘London Delegate’
when he came on three tours of the Midlands and the North on
in 1817. Claiming that thousands were ready to join an
insurrection if the men of the North and Midlands marched on
London he encouraged plans for a Rising and even suggested
the date.

Rebel leaders in Yorkshire were arrested before Sth June but
Oliver ‘escaped’ and still encouraged the Rising to begin in
Nottingham. Although exposed when seen with an army general
near Dewsbury it was too late for the Derbyshlre men. Jeremiah
Brandreth, a stockinger ‘
from Nottlngham had
already gone to lead the
march.

The March

The rebels gathered
outside South Wingfield
on the evening of 9th
June.

Collecting weapons and
men from farms and
cottages they marched
through the night. Some came willingly, others were forced to
join. At Wingfield Park a servant Robert Walters was killed when
a gun was fired through a window. He was the only casualty of
the night.

Carrying whatever weapons they could find, some guns, but
mostly home-made pikes, they marched through the night.
Although un-successful in taking guns from Butterley Ironworks
they were joined by others at Codnor, coming from Swanwick,
Alfreton, Ripley, Heage, Heanor and Codnor itself.

On the day before the rising John McKesswick had walked to
Pentrich to a meeting of the rebels. Robert Bestwick and John
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Heanor to Codnor to
ensure that men there
were ready for the arrival
of the marchers.

The Trap

Here the trap was ‘
sprung. The magistrates
in Nottingham had been
told of their approach
and they were met by a
party of dragoons
coming with two
magistrates, one, Magistrate C.G.Mundy Esqg of the Shipley
family. The rebels saw the soldiers and fled. Not a single shot
was fired and 28 were captured and taken to Nottingham. Many
others were arrested over the coming days and months. John
McKesswick from Heanor was one.

They joined the march with other Heanor men: John Howitt,
Andrew Palmer, Jesse Birkamshaw, Edward Briggs and the

Loscoe man George Rhodes. Lacking a coat himself,
McKesswick gave his gun to Ned White of Codnor to
carry under his coat, keeping it dry from the rain.

After visiting the three public houses in Codnor they
marched on to Langley Mill and into Nottinghamshire.
Reaching Eastwood on the morning of 10th June they
found no-one from Nottinghamshire had come to join
them. Wet and
hungry, and
increasingly
disillusioned, many
turned back and
only 50 or so
marched on
towards
Nottingham.

The Trials

A trial took place in
Derby in October.
The Grand Jury,
including Edward
Miller-Mundy M.P.
of Shipley, charged
the men with High
Treason to ensure
the harshest
punishment. The
jury ignored therole
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Three were to be executed, hung, then beheaded:
Jeremiah Brandreth,William Turner and Isaac Ludlam,
On the scaffold Turner shouted that “This is the work of
the Government and Oliver”, but he was soon silenced.

Fourteen were sentenced to transportation, including
John McKesswick. After 6 months on the hulks at
Sheerness he was sent to New South Wales, arriving in
October 1818. Although receiving a pardon in 1834 he
never returned and died there in 1853. Six more were
imprisoned and others released without charge. But
families of the men were to face years of suffering as
they were evicted from their homes and driven from
their villages. The message had been clearly made of
what were the consequences of seeking to bring down
the Government.

The Legacy of the Pentrich Revolution

The Pentrich Revolutionaries should not be dismissed
as deluded men or simple troublemakers. They and
their families deserve their place in history. They stood
for rights that we now take for granted: the right of
votes for all and for a voice for ordinary people. The
Rising was a milestone in a long struggle for justice in
our country.



