Minutes of the
Ordinary Meeting of Heanor and Loscoe Town Council
held at Charles Hill Community Centre, Flamstead Road, Loscoe
on 15 January 2026

PRESENT: Councillors A Abernethy, S Bower, L Brunelleschi, C Cox, L
Cox, M Cresswell, J Edge, C Emmas-Williams, J Gent, S
Goodrum, E Hamilton, M Hibbard, S Hind, M Howard, A Jones,
P Jones, C Neale and A Stevenson.

Also present: A Sharpe (Town Clerk), 2 representatives from Police and 14
members of the public.
County Councillors Furness and Matthews.

083 Apologies
Councillors M Burrell (Work), Crowley (lliness) and Ward (Holiday).

084 Declaration of Members Interests/Update of Register
Councillors E Hamilton, C Emmas-Williams and J Ward — agenda item 10
(Planning applications) — personal — members of Amber Valley Borough

Council Planning Board.

NOTE - ALL WOULD REMAIN IN THE MEETING BUT NOT CONTRIBUTE
OR VOTE.

Councillor C Emmas-Williams declared an interest in agenda item 8 (d) —
Motion on Extraordinary Town Meeting as he was Leader of AVBC. He would
leave the room when this was debated.

085 Requests for Dispensation
None.

086 Public Speaking
Members of the public addressed the Council in the following terms/questions
A resident asked about the Legal costs for Solicitors letters and asked who
will fund ay additional expenditure if the allocated sum of £5000 is exceeded,

for example in the case of court action.

A member of the public raised several questions. He queried the lawfulness of
physically removing a member of the public for refusing to sign in to the
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086

087

Public Speaking (continued)

meeting. He also expressed the view that the delegation granted to the Town
Clerk at the previous meeting was not a substantive agenda item and was
therefore, in his opinion, unlawful. In addition, he questioned why agenda item
8(b) had been included, stating that he believed the Town Council did not
have the powers to consider that matter. Finally, he asked for the justification
for excluding the public from the meeting for the Clerk’s report, elected
member statements, and staff statements listed under agenda item 12.

A resident, who was also a Borough Councillor raised a query about the use
of the word lengthsman in the budget report and the costs. He believed the
post was actually a Town Warden and wanted the report to be accurately
defined.

A member of the public asked which Town Councillors attended the briefing
meeting held on 18 December regarding the future of the science block and
gave his view that it was not appropriate that the public could not speak to
Council during normal business.

Councillor C Cox spoke to seek the Town Councils support on Planning
application AVA/2025/0789 to support the recommendations of DCC wanting
revised recommendations on visibility splays and footfall reports.

A resident indicated that he couldn’t hear the proceedings and asked that a
PA system be used for meetings. He also asked why he couldn’t get answers
or a response from AVBC regarding a car park.

Finally a resident asked about the numbers of employed traffic wardens which
was answered by the police in attendance and also asked what was the Town
Council doing to bring Heanor up to standard.

County Councillors reports

The two County Councillors in attendance spoke on traffic enforcement and
pavement parking which would be enforced in appropriate circumstances.
Also on discussions about community assets and disable access to the south
bound track at Langley Mill train station. Roads had been programmed for
resurfacing including Loscoe Road and Heanor Grange. The latest position on
care home closures was explained and noted that Firence Shipley was the
flag ship centre and in no danger of closure.

Police report
The police gave an update of recent work in the community.

Minutes

The Minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 4 December 2025
were approved as a true record and signed by the Mayor.
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088 Town Mayor’s announcements

The Mayor reported on the civic engagements he had attended.

089 Exclusion of Public

Resolved: that the Council is likely to pass the following resolution that,
pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act
1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration
of agenda item 12 (Legal Advice and Councillor & Staffing matters) on the
grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of confidential information,
namely information relating to the identity of particular individuals, employee
and councillor welfare matters, and legal advice received from the Council’s
legal advisors and that the public interest in maintaining confidentiality
outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

090 Items for consideration/decision

(a)Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Howard, seconded by Councillor A
Abenerthy

27th January is Holocaust Memorial Day, and the theme is "Bridging Generations"
with the passing of time we see fewer witnesses to the Holocaust so it is important to
get the memory passed onto the next generation. The greatest generation are slowly
ebbing away from us we must remember.

As many Heanor and Loscoe residents gave their service and lives during WW?2 it's
impossible to remember what they sacrificed.

I would ask the council to promote the theme of the HMD 2026 on its website and
provide links to the HMD trust pages here https://hmd.org.uk/hmd

RESOLVED that the Motion be carried.

(b)Notice of Motion Submitted by Councillor Paul Jones, Seconded by Councillor A
Stevenson.

Breach of Confidentiality, Protection of Commercially Sensitive Information,
Democratic Participation.

This Council notes that:

Certain items of Council and sub-group business are designated as confidential or
exempt in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s1,
Standing Orders, the Council's Code of Conduct, and relevant guidance, including
where such matters involve commercially sensitive or financially confidential
information. Confidential and commercially sensitive information may include, but is
not limited to, contract negotiations, procurement processes, pricing structures,
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090 Items for consideration/decision (continued)

financial forecasts, legal advice, and information provided in confidence by third
parties.

The unauthorised sharing of conversations, attributable quotations, or documentation
from confidential or exempt sections of Council business undermines trust, good
governance, effective decision-making, and the Council's ability to conduct business
lawfully and competitively.

This Council believes that: The disclosure of confidential or commercially sensitive
Council business constitutes a serious breach of the Council's Code of Conduct.
Such disclosures can cause financial harm to the Council, prejudice contractual or
procurement processes, damage relationships with partners or suppliers, and
expose the Council to legal or reputational risk. Such disclosures can also place
Members and Officers at risk of abuse, harassment, or intimidation, including
through social media or in public forums.

The fear of financial, legal, or personal repercussions may impede Members' or
Officers' ability to participate fully, freely, and effectively in democratic decision-
making.

This Council resolves that: Any unauthorised sharing of confidential or commercially
sensitive Council or subgroup discussions, quotations, or documentation will be
treated as a serious matter under the Council's Code of Conduct. Where appropriate
and proportionate, and where other remedies are insufficient, the Council will
consider seeking legal redress against any Member responsible for such a breach,
including where the disclosure results in financial loss, commercial disadvantage, or
legal liability. The Council reaffirms its commitment to safeguarding Members and
Officers, protecting commercially sensitive information, and ensuring a respectful,
safe, lawful, and effective democratic process

RESOLVED that the Motion be carried.

(c)Questions Submitted for debate by Councillor M Cresswell, Seconded by
Councillor S Goodrum for debate.

Formal Request for Clarification and Accountability Regarding Ring-Fenced Legal
Expenditure Following confirmation received from the Town Clerk on the morning of
17 December 2025, | understand the following to be established facts: That £5,000
of public money has been ring-fenced That the Town Clerk holds delegated authority
to seek legal advice

* That, following such advice, the Clerk will confer with two councillors to determine
what action, if any, is to be taken | formally request clear written responses to the
following:
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090 Items for consideration/decision (continued)

1. Authority and Approval at which council meeting was the decision taken to ring-
fence £5,000 of public funds? Please provide the date, minute reference, and exact
resolution approving this expenditure.

2. Purpose and Scope What is the specific purpose for which this £5,000 has been
ring-fenced? Can this funding be used in connection with members of the public, and
if so, nder what defined circumstances?

3. Delegated Powers Please provide the formal Scheme of Delegation that
authorises the Town Clerk to seek legal advice. Does this delegation extend beyond
obtaining advice to include decisions or actions that may affect members of the
public?

4. Decision-Making Process On what basis will the Town Clerk confer with only two
councillors, rather than the full council or a properly constituted committee? How are
such discussions recorded, scrutinised, and reported to the full council and to the
public?

5. Public Participation Safeguards What safeguards are in place to ensure that
members of the public are not discouraged, intimidated, or penalised for asking
questions or scrutinising council business?

6. Actions Already Taken Have any actions, warnings, or correspondence been
issued to a member of the public under this process? If so, under what authority
were these actions taken, and where are they formally recorded? Given the
seriousness of these matters and their direct impact on public confidence and
democratic participation,

I request that: A written response be provided, and

* This issue be placed on the agenda for the January 2026 Town Council meeting for
full and open consideration. Transparency and accountability in local government are
not optional; they are fundamental rights of the public we serve.

RESOLVED that the following answers reported to the meeting be noted —

1. 4 December 2025 Town Council Meeting. Minute 082. The exact resolution
set out below.

RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be now authorised to seek legal advice, take
subsequent action and authorise any other actions on behalf of the Town
Council (in consultation with the Mayor and Councillor P Jones) to address
the disruption by individual members of the public of Council Services,
Council meetings and Harassment of both officers and members on social
media and by e mail/letter (in consultation with Mayor and Councillor P Jones)
with an initial budget of £5000 (met from balances).

2. As set out in minute 082 (above).
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090 Items for consideration/decision (continued)

3. Yes, the delegation extends beyond obtaining advice to include decisions or

actions.

4. The delegation is to directly to the Officer (who consults the Members before
making the decision). Decisions will be reported back to the Town Council.

o o

No intention to discourage lawful and respectful questions from the public.
One Solicitors letter sent, and one letter from the Town Council at the time of

the meeting. Both letters authorised under the delegated powers granted to
the Town Clerk. To be reported back to the Town Council.

(d) Notice of Motion Submitted by Councillor M Cresswell, Seconded by Councillor J

Gent.

Council to consider the calling of an Extraordinary Town Meeting of the Parish of
Heanor and Loscoe to allow the electorate to express their views on the lack of

visible progress following the completed Heanor Grammar School project and the
public engagement and regeneration ambitions set out in the Future High Streets
Fund bid including the Science Block.

There is growing concern among residents that the promises of renewed public
engagement and town regeneration following the Grammar School project and
associated FHSF funding have not been delivered in a transparent or meaningful

way.

| further request that Council consider inviting neighbouring parishes (Codnor,
Aldercar & Langley Mill) to participate in a joint public forum, recognising that a
formal parish meeting can only legally apply to Heanor & Loscoe.

Following a recorded vote, it was RESOLVED that the Motion be carried.

For

Against

Abstain

Councillors Cresswell,
Gent, Goodrum, Hind and
Stevenson. (5)

Councillors Howard, A
Jones, P Jones and C
Neale. (4)

Councillors Abernethy,
Bower, Brunelleschi, C
Cox, L Cox, J Edge,
Hamilton and Hibbard. (8)

(e) Notice of Motion Submitted by Councillor M Howard, Seconded by Councillor J

Gent

Adult social Care Response to Proposals to Sell Eight County Council-Owned

Care Homes

Heanor and Loscoe Town Council wishes to express its concern regarding the
principle of selling County Council-owned care homes to the private sector. The
Town Council, like all public bodies, recognises the significant financial pressures
currently facing local government and the need to manage public finances

responsibly.
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090 Items for consideration/decision

However, decisions of this magnitude must be made in the wider public interest and
with a long-term perspective, rather than being driven primarily by short-term
financial savings. The potential consequences of these proposals are significant
and could have lasting negative impacts on individuals' quality of life, community
cohesion, and the ability of the NHS to cope with an ageing population-particularly
in relation to delayed hospital discharges and so-called "bed blocking". Community
Care Centres were originally developed to ensure that vulnerable residents could
access appropriate care within their own communities.

Four such centres have been opened in the last nine years, demonstrating a
relatively recent and ongoing commitment to this model of care. While Florence
Shipley Community Care Centre in Heanor is not currently included in the list of
centres identified for privatisation, the Town Council is concerned that it may be at
risk in the future.

The Town Council firmly believes that the public sector is best placed to deliver
affordable, service-led care for the most vulnerable members of society. Retaining
the maximum number of publicly owned care homes helps ensure the continued
provision of enablement services, specialist dementia care, and flexible respite
care. Existing homes are appropriately located and designed to support this model
of care. If the properties are sold, the Town Council seeks clarification on what
guarantees will be put in place to ensure they continue to operate as care facilities.
There is significant concern that new owners could repurpose the sites, resulting in
the permanent loss of vital local care provision.

Furthermore, should the properties fail to sell, it is not clear what the County
Council's long -term plans for these sites or the associated costs

RESOLVED that the Motion be carried, and for these reasons Heanor and Loscoe
Town Council urge the County Council to reconsider any proposal to privatise care
homes and to prioritise long-term community need, the sustainability of care
provision, and the wellbeing of vulnerable residents.

(HNotice of Motion submitted by Councillor Paul Jones, Seconded by Councillor M
Howard

This Council unequivocally condemns and will not tolerate any attacks,
harassment, or intimidation carried out on social media, including those made by
individuals or through anonymous accounts, against employees of the Council.

As an employer, the Council has an absolute duty of care to ensure that its
employees are able to carry out their work in a safe and secure environment, free
from fear, abuse, harassment, or threats of violence.

The Council commits to taking all necessary and lawful actions available to it to
prevent, challenge, and respond to abuse directed at its employees, whether
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090 Items for consideration/decision

verbal, written, or disseminated through social media platforms. While freedom of
expression is a fundamental right, it is not without limits and must be exercised
responsibly.

This Council affirms its responsibility to robustly protect the rights, safety, dignity,
and wellbeing of its staff, and to ensure that no employee is subjected to abuse or
intimidation in the course of their work.

Following a recorded vote, it was RESOLVED that the Motion be carried.

For Against Abstain
Councillors Abernethy, None. (0) Councillors Cresswell,
Bower, Brunelleschi, C Goodrum and Hind. (3)

Cox, L Cox, Edge,
Emmas-Williams, Gent,
Hamilton, Hibbard,
Howard, A Jones, P
Jones, C Neale and
Stevenson (15)

(9) Report from the Standards Committee

The Town Clerk reported the findings of the Standards and Appeals Hearing Sub
Committee held on 17 November 2025 into a complaint about Councillor Hibbard.

The Sub Committee had found that the Councillor had breached the Members code
of conduct and recommended the following sanctions.

That the findings be reported to the Town Council.

That the Member be required to provide a written apology to the Town Council to be
read out at this meeting.

That the Town Council arrange training for the Member on the code of conduct.
Councillor Hibbard gave such an apology at the meeting.

RESOLVED that the recommendations of the Standards and Appeals Sub
Committee of Amber Valley Borough Council be accepted.

091 Finance

(a)  Budget and Precept Proposals 2026/27
Council considered options prepared by the RFO for setting and budget and
raising the precept amount for 2026/27.
RESOLVED to approve the budget and set a precept of £304880 for 2026/27.

8|Page
Heanor & Loscoe Town Council Meeting 15 January 2026



Finance

091

(b) Bank Reconciliations — November 2025

RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation for November 2025 be noted.

RESOLVED that the payments of £53373.39 for November 2025 be noted.

(c)Payments for November 2025
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RESOLVED that receipts of £4340.67 for November 2025 be noted.

(d) Receipts for November 2025
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010  Planning/Environment/Licensing

23 Brockhall Rise Heanor Derbyshire DE75 7TL
- Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for proposed

i ground floor rear extension.

i 4 Derby Road Heanor Derbyshire DE75 7QG
© Conversion of an existing dwelling into a 9 person Sui Generis HMO

1 18 Greyfriars Close Heanor Derbyshire DE75 7UY

previous pruning points carried out in August 2022.
i+ The work is to remove new growth on the trees from the last authorised work.
: Ve would like to apply to carry out this work on a 3-5 year cycle and permission is also

This application is to carry out a small reduction on 9 Sycamore trees to

092

093

. granted for this. ]

Resolved: To note the above planning applications.

Councillors E Hamilton, C Emmas-Williams and J Ward, having previously
declared a personal interest remained in the meeting whilst the item was
discussed but took no part in the debate or vote.

Exclusion of Press and Public

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting

during consideration of agenda item 12 (Legal Advice and Councillor &
Staffing matters) on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of
confidential information, namely information relating to the identity of particular
individuals, employee and councillor welfare matters, and legal advice
received from the Council’s legal advisors and that the public interest in
maintaining confidentiality outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

Legal Advice and Councillor & Staffing Matters

RESOLVED to note the action taken under delegated powers granted to the
Town Clerk in terms of solicitor letters, legal advice, other correspondence
and to approve a further complaint to be sent regarding potential breaches of
the code of conduct.
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