Minutes of the
Extraordinary Meeting of Heanor and Loscoe Town Council
held in the lan Cox Room, Town Hall, Heanor on Friday 20 February 2026

PRESENT: Councillors A Abernethy, L Brunelleschi, C Cox, L Cox, M
Cresswell, C Emmas-Williams, J Gent, S Goodrum, S Hind, M
Howard, A Jones, P Jones and C Neale.

Also present: Mr A Sharpe (Town Clerk), 3 representatives from Police and 9
members of the public
Mr P Leppard (Locum Clerk)

094 Apologies

Councillors S Bower (Work), M Burrell (Work), J Edge (Holiday), E Hamilton
(Family), M Hibbard (Work), A Stevenson (Work) and J Ward (Holiday).

095 Declaration of Members Interests/Update of Register

Councillor L Cox — Personal Interest in UK Town of Culture. Member of Ripley
Town Council.

096 Requests for Dispensation

None.

097 Public Speaking
Members of the public addressed the Council in the following terms/questions

A resident asked if the agenda item on Staffing Matters to appoint a Locum
Clerk had any further recommendations to restrict residents from
corresponding or asking questions of the Council by e mail. The answer given
was no.

A resident asked a question about the Grammar and was reminded that
questions on the Grammar should be directed to Amber Valley Borough
Council.

Police report
The police gave an update of recent work in the community.

098 UK Town of Culture Competition
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099

100

The Council considered a report regarding the Government'’s launch of the UK
Town of Culture 2028 competition and the opportunity to submit a joint
Expression of Interest.

Members discussed the potential benefits of working collaboratively with
neighbouring councils.

RESOLVED that Officers, together with the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and
Councillor P Jones, be authorised to work with Alfreton Town Council and
Ripley Town Council to prepare a Joint Expression of Interest for submission
to the UK Town of Culture 2028 competition.

Exclusion of Press and Public

RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the
meeting for Agenda Item 7 (Staffing Matters) as publicity would be prejudicial
to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the staffing
matters to be discussed.

Staffing Matters

The Town Clerk left the meeting whilst this item was discussed.

Council considered a confidential report regarding staffing matters, including
proposals to appoint a temporary Locum Clerk to support the Town Clerk.

RESOLVED to -

1. Note the medical advice received and the Council's duty of care
responsibilities.

2. Approve the Return-to-Work Support Plan.

3. Approve the appointment of Peter Leppard as Locum Clerk for 7 hours per
week for an initial 12-week period, with delegated Proper Officer authority
as required on the terms now reported.
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