Minutes of the Meeting of Heanor and Loscoe Town Council
held at Heanor Town Hall on 7 May 2026 at 7.20pm (meeting actually started at 7.35pm)

Present: Clirs A Abernethy (chair), S Bower, M Burrell, L Brunelleschi, C Cox, L Cox, M
Cresswell, J Edge, C Emmas-Williams, J Gent, S Goodrum, E Hamilton, M
Hibbard, S Hind, D Holmes, M Howard, A Jones, P Jones, C Neale and A Stevenson

Also present: P Leppard (Locum Clerk) and ¢.20 members of the public

143  Election of Mayor for the year 2026/27

RESOLVED that Clir Abernethy be elected Town Mayor for the coming year. Clir Abernethy signed
a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

144  Election of Deputy Mayor for the year 2026/27
RESOLVED that ClIr Gent be elected Deputy Mayor for the coming year.

145 Apologies for absence
These had been received from Clir Ward (holiday), and also from County Clir Furness.

146 Declaration of Members’ Interests

Clirs Emmas-Willams and Hamilton declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda items 17
(Planning) and 18 (Asset Transfer) as members of Amber Valley BC and of its Planning
Committee.

Clirs Bower and L Cox declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 18 (Asset Transfer)

as members of Amber Valley BC.
Clir Holmes declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 18 (Asset Transfer).

147 Requests for dispensation
Nil
148 Public Speaking

a. A member of the public commented that (i) the noticeboard on the outside of the Town
Hall is too high for some members of the public to easily view the contents, and (ii)
replacing the existing noticeboard by an electronic one would be a useful improvement.
It was agreed to agenda this item at the next Council meeting.

b. A member of the public commented on the way a Town Councillor, who is also a
Borough Councillor, had voted at an AVBC meeting.

c. A member of the public commented on a newspaper report, which he contended might
also be relevant in Heanor, about a demolition issue in llkeston.

d. A member of the public commented on the Council's Bullying & Harassment Policy.

e. A member of the public commended Clir Goodrum for the good he was doing in the area.
Another member of the public supported those comments. A further member of the public spoke
in favour of grant-funding being provided towards the activities concerned.

f. A member of the public asked why a Town Councillor no longer living in the area has not
resigned from the Council.

g. A member of the public spoke about parking difficulties outside a shop on Ilkeston Rd.

h. A member of the public commented on temporary tarmac surfacing and temporary fencing on
Heanor Market Place.

149 Approval of previous minutes
RESOLVED to approve as a true record the minutes of the Town Council meeting of 9 April.

150 Appointment of new Town Clerk

RESOLVED to appoint Francesca Cooney as Town Clerk with effect from 1 June.
RESOLVED to continue to employ the current Locum Clerk until the new Clerk is in position.

151 Town Mayor's announcements
The Mayor noted that he had (i) been pleased to attend the opening of the new Ezra’s Confetti
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shop, (ii) attended Eastwood'’s civic service and is intending to hold a Heanor civic service
later this year and (iii) attended an Elvis-impersonator event.

Council structure for the year 2026/27

a. The Mayor proposed that the following Committees of the Council be created for 2026/27:
¢ Finance, Governance & Personnel
e Community & Events
e Assets & Environment
It was noted that no Terms of Reference (ToR) were to hand for these; the Mayor
responded that he had drafted some, which he would shortly give to the Clerk for
circulation to councillors, The proposed Committees would be further considered at the
next meeting.
b. It was noted that members of those Committees will be appointed once the ToR are

approved.

c. RESOLVED that the planned dates for the Council’s meetings for 2026/27 are:
4 June 1 October 7 January 1 April
2 July 5 November 4 February 13 May
3 September 3 December 4 March

d. RESOLVED that the following be appointed to represent the Council:
e ClIr Cresswell on AVBC'’s Future High Streets Programme Board
¢ ClIr C Cox on Friends of Red River

New Town Council website

RESOLVED that this website will now go live, with the old site being decommissioned.

Reinstatement of Parish magazine

RESOLVED to, at least at present, not pursue the option to deliver a Parish magazine

to every front-door in the Parish.

RESOLVED to reinstate the magazine, to improve communication with residents and

promote community engagement, and

e approve the production of a seasonal parish magazine (four editions per year);

e agree that each edition will be an initial 4-page A4 publication, with a print run of
approximately 500 copies;

e allocate a budget of up to £200 per edition for design, printing, and associated costs:

e authorise officers to obtain quotations and arrange printing, and work with the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor to oversee content, design, and future development of the magazine;

e request that options for advertising and cost recovery be explored and reported back to
Council.

Grant applications

a. RESOLVED to accept a written report from Lion’s Den Boxing Club, thus enabling release
of the 2" tranche (£4,000) of the grant agreed in minute 023(b) of June 2025.

b. RESOLVED to award, in response to their application, a grant of £1,000 to 3 Loscoe
Brownies.

c¢. Clir Holmes queried the current status of a grant awarded by the Council some time ago
to the Friends of Red River but yet to be paid. The Clerk agreed to investigate.

Hands Road hut

RESOLVED that, following a meeting to be held between the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and
the Scouts. a report as to possible ways forward will be provided to the next meeting of the
Council, for consideration.

Approval of policies
RESOLVED to defer this item to the next meeting of the Council.

Finance

a. RESOLVED to authorise the payments made in March 2026.
b. RESOLVED to note the monies received in March 2026.
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RESOLVED to note the Bank Reconciliation for March 2026.

RESOLVED to receive Income/Expenditure Account & Balance Sheet for

FY2025/28, together with Supporting Notes.

RESOLVED to approve the Council’'s Asset Register.

RESOLVED to receive the Internal Auditor’s report for FY2025/26.

RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement for FY2025/26.

RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounting Statement for FY2025/26.

RESOLVED fo defer consideration of the Council's insurance cover for 2026/27 until the

documents become available.

j- RESOLVED (In favour: Clirs Abernethy, Bower, Burrell, Brunelleschi, Cresswell, Gent,
Goodrum, Hibbard, Hind, Stevenson. Against: Clirs C Cox, L Cox, Edge, Emmas-
Williams, Hamilton, Howard, A Jones, P Jones, Neale. Abstaining: Clir Holmes) to adopt
a proposal deferred from April's meeting (minute 140) to place Council funds into interest-
bearing accounts, as follows:

e Transfer £120,000 to a 1-year Business Savings Bond at Redwood Bank.

e Transfer a further £120,000 to a Local Council Savings Account at Hinckley & Rugby

Building Society

e Transfer a further £50,000 to a savings account at Nat\West Bank.

The account signatories in each case will be Clirs Abernethy, Gent and Cresswell and

financial officer Laura West.

20

L

Planning applications

RESOLVED that the Council has no objection to the following applications:
o AVA/2026/0128 - The Crafty Tap, 33 Market Place

e AVA/2026/0243 - The Grammar, Mundy St

o  AVA/2026/0260 — Heanor Park Care Home, llkeston Rd

RESOLVED to submit an objection to the following application:

e AVA/2026/0253 — 16 Mansfield Rd

Community Asset Transfer

It was proposed and seconded to:
Establish a Committee to be known as the Grammar Community Asset Transfer Committee.

Delegate authority to that Committee to progress all matters relating to a proposed Community
Asset Transfer of The Grammar, Heanor, within the limits set out in Appendix A to this motion.
Approve and adopt the Committee’s terms of reference, membership, delegated powers, and
governance arrangements as set out in Appendix A to this motion.
Approve an initial ringfenced budget of £10,000 to support legal advice and preliminary
community engagement in connection with the proposed Community Asset Transfer.
Require the Committee to report to Full Council in accordance with the provisions set out in
Appendix A to this motion.
The Clerk expressed concern that the wording of section 6 of Appendix A appeared to be unlawful.
An amendment was proposed and seconded to amend the wording, but that amendment did not
pass. (In favour: Clirs Abernethy, Cresswell, Goodrum, Holmes. Against: Clirs C Cox, Edge,
Howard, A Jones, P Jones, Neale. Abstaining: Clirs Bower, Burrell, Brunelleschi, L Cox, Emmas-
Williams, Gent, Hamilton, Hibbard, Hind, Stevenson)
RESOLVED to defer consideration of the substantive motion to a future meeting of the Council.

Use of security personnel

Noting that this was the final Council meeting to which Council resolution 034d of 3 July 2025 applies
and therefore the use of security personnel at meetings would henceforth cease, it was proposed
and seconded that those security arrangements should instead continue. The motion did not pass.
(In favour: Clirs C Cox, L Cox, Edge, Emmas-Williams, Hamilton, Howard, A Jones, P Jones, Neale.
Against: Clirs Abernethy, Bower, Burrell, Brunelleschi, Cresswell, Gent, Goodrum, Hibbard, Hind,

Holmes, Stevenson. No abstentions.)

The meeting closed at 9.10pm.



Bank Reconciliation - May 2026

Balance b/f 432196.90 432196.90

Add income 24264.96

456461.86

Less expenditure 139134.17

317327.69

Represented by:

Current account- Nat West 317427.69

Cash in transit/reserve 0.00

317427.69

100.00|petty cash

Unpresented cheques c/f 0.00

317327.69 0.00

outstanding cheques Nil Cash in transit* Nil
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