Minutes of the Meeting of Heanor and Loscoe Town Council
held at Heanor Town Hall on 9 April 2026

Present: Clirs A Abernethy (chair), C Cox, L Cox, M Cresswell, C Emmas-Williams, J
Gent, E Hamilton, M Hibbard, S Hind, M Howard, A Jones, P Jones and J Ward

Also present:  County ClIr D Furness, P Leppard (Locum Clerk) and 9 members of the public

131  Apologies for absence

Clirs Bower (holiday), Brunelleschi (work), Edge (illness), Goodrum (work) and
Neale (holiday)

132 Declaration of Members’ Interests

Clirs Emmas-Willams, Hamilton and Ward declared a non-pecuniary interest in
agenda item 11 (Planning) as members of Amber Valley BC’s Planning Committee,
noting that they would remain in the room but not speak or vote during this item,

133  Requests for dispensation
Nil
134 Public Speaking

(a) A member of the public (i) asked what plans there are for regeneration of Heanor
town centre and (ii) commented on Heanor police station not being open to the
public.

(b) A member of the public commented on the condition of Heanor cemetery. (It was
agreed to pass these comments to Amber Valley BC, whose responsibility it is.)

(c) A member of the public commented on the proposed wording of the Council’s
Bullying & Harassment Policy.

(d) A member of the public commented on the proposed wording of the Council’s (i)
Bullying & Harassment and (ii) Social Media Policies.

(e) A police officer commented that, while Antisocial Behaviour in Heanor is less than it
was, there remains a need for the public to be more proactive in reporting it to Police
in real-time, to enable the best Police response.

(f) County Clir Furness spoke about (i) pothole repairs, (i) County Councillor
allowances and (iii) National Grid’s pylons consultation.

(g) Clir Emmas-Williams, in his Borough capacity, (i) spoke about the recent conclusion of
the Community Governance Review of Amber Valley parish boundaries and (ii) gave an
update on the forthcoming change to household food-waste collections.

135 Approval of previous minutes

RESOLVED to approve as a true record the minutes of the Town Council meeting of
18 March.

136 Town Mayor's announcements

The Mayor (i) noted that the Alfreton/Heanor/Ripley Town of Culture bid had now been
submitted, (i) commended the recent Amber Valley Visitor Economy conference and
(i) thanked departing Town Clerk Andrew Sharpe for his work for Heanor & Loscoe.

137  Reinstatement of Parish magazine

It was proposed & seconded that “Heanor & Loscoe Town Council agrees to reinstate
the parish magazine, to improve communication with residents and promote
community engagement, and
» approves the production of a seasonal parish magazine (four editions per year);
» agrees that each edition will be an initial 4-page A4 publication, with a print run of

approximately 500 copies;
e allocates a budget of up to £200 per edition for design, printing, and associated
costs;
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e authorises officers to obtain quotations and arrange printing, and work with the
Mayor and Deputy Mayor to oversee content, design, and future development of
the magazine;

» requests that options for advertising and cost recovery be explored and reported
back to Council.”

An amendment was then proposed, seconded and carried that costings be obtained

for (i) delivering a copy to every household in the Parish and (ii) increasing the print-

run accordingly, and that, having received those costings, a decision be made at the
next Council meeting as to how best to proceed.

RESOLVED that the motion, thus amended, be carried.

Approval of policies

(@) RESOLVED to approve the tabled draft Bullying & Harassment Policy with the addition, after

the first paragraph, of this extra paragraph:

“Nothing in this policy is intended to restrict lawful freedom of expression or legitimate
criticism of the Council, its members or officers or its decisions. This does not extend to
behaviour which amounts to bullying or harassment as defined in this policy.”

(b) RESOLVED to approve the tabled draft Freedom of Information Policy, after the correction

of atypoin line 12.

(c) RESOLVED to approve the tabled draft Social Media Policy for Councillors.

Grant applications

RESOLVED that the tranche of Boxing Club grant previously agreed to be released in April
2026 cannot yet be released, pending receipt of a detailed written report from the grantee.

RESOLVED to decline a grant application received from Amber Valley CVS for £3,000,
noting that the proposal did not adequately demonstrate what benefits would be expected to
occur specifically in Heanor & Loscoe parish. Some councillors also expressed concern that
the proposal could be viewed as encouraging gambling.

Finance

RESOLVED to note the Bank Reconciliation for February 2026.
RESOLVED to authorise the payments made in February 2026.
RESOLVED to note the monies received in February 2026.

RESOLVED to note a proposal from the Clerk re transfer of Council funds into interest-
bearing accounts, and to give the matter further consideration at the Council’s next meeting.

Planning

RESOLVED that the Council has no objection to the following applications:
o COND/2026/0038 (Heanor Town Sports Ground, Mayfield Ave)
o AVA/2026/0133 (8 Watson Ave)
o AVA/2026/0160 (50 Loscoe Denby La)
o AVA/2026/0189 (Redemption Ale House, 3 Ray St)

New Council website

The Clerk proposed that a link be provided to councillors in about a week’s time, to enable
them to view the new website in its currently incomplete state. He offered the view that
councillors might consider it good enough to now go live with, with the final outstanding
issues to be resolved subsequently.

RESOLVED to adopt the Clerk’s proposal, with a view to reaching a Go/No Go decision at
the Council’s next meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.



