Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Heanor and Loscoe Town Council
held at Charles Hill Community Centre, Loscoe on 5 March 2026

Present: Clirs A Abernethy (chair), C Cox, L Cox, M Cresswell, J Edge, C Emmas-
Williams, J Gent, M Hibbard, S Hind, M Howard, A Jones, P Jones, C Neale

and J Ward.
Also present:  County Clir D Furness, P Leppard (Locum Clerk) and 9 members of the public

101 Apologies for absence

Clirs Bower (work), Brunelleschi (work), Burrell (work), Goodrum (work) and Hamilton
(family)

102  Declaration of Members’ Interests

Clirs Emmas-Williams and Ward —as members of Amber Valley BC
Clir L Cox ~ as a Director of DALC (re agenda item 9k)

103  Requests for dispensation

Clir Burrell had written to seek approval for his continuing absence due to work
commitments from Council meetings, which was now approaching 6 months.
RESOLVED to approve a 3-month extension for Cllr Burrell to the normal 6-month

deadline for being in attendance.

104  Public Speaking

(a) A member of the public asked about (i) hire charges for The Grammar (she was
advised to contact Amber Valley BC) and (ii) applying for grants (she was directed
to the grant application form on the Town Council’s website).

(b) A member of the public commented on (i) councillor attendance at an event on 18
September, (ii) applicability of Health & Safety requirements to the role of
councillor and (iii) the way in which the Public Speaking section of the meeting is
conducted.

(c) A member of the public commented on () the acceptability of a councillor being
granted approval for an extended absence, (i) the Council's Town of Culture bid, (iii) the
way in which Council policy approvals and revisions are dealt with, (iv) increases to the
Council's fees & charges representing, in his view, double taxation and (v) the
desirability of the details of grant applications being visible to the public. He asked for
answers to questions raised in the Public Speaking section of the meeting to be posted

online.

(d) A member of the public opined that the Council's consideration of each agenda item
in a Council meeting should include contributions from the public gallery at the point
when that agenda item is reached.

(e) County Cllr Furness spoke about DCC’s approach to road maintenance.

(f) Clir Emmas-Williams, in his Borough Clir capacity, noted that Amber Valley BC
had now formally adopted its new Local Plan.

106 Approval of previous minutes
RESOLVED to approve as a true record the minutes of the Town Council meeting of
15 January.

RESOLVED to approve as a true record the minutes of the Extraordinary Town
Council meeting of 20 February.

106 Town Mayor's announcements

The Mayor (i) explained the revised arrangements now introduced at Council meetings
to ensure a headcount of those present for fire-evacuation purposes and (i) drew
attention to the Extraordinary Town Meeting to held on 6 March.



107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

Exclusion of press & public

It was noted that none of today’s agenda items was likely to require such
exclusion.

Heanor Town Centre Festival

RESOLVED to support the organisation of a music festival to be held on Heanor Marketplace
and The Grammar, in conjunction with the Heanor & District Pub Watch Scheme, with a
provisional date of 25 July 2028, subject to the relevant applications, permissions and
approvals being granted. The event will aim to:

¢ provide live music and cultural activity within the town centre

* support local musicians and performers

* increase footfall and economic activity for local businesses

¢ promote Heanor as a destination for safe, well-managed community events.

RESOLVED that:

 the Town Clerk, supported by his staff, and the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be authorised
to work with the Heanor & District Pub Watch Scheme (the organiser) to progress the
event planning

» Officers be asked to give advice to the Heanor & District Pub Watch Scheme on site
permissions, licensing, safety requirements, stewarding and traffic management
arrangements in consultation with relevant authorities

» a full event proposal, including confirmed venues, costs, funding options and risk
assessments, be presented to Council for approval before the event proceeds

* no expenditure over £200 be incurred without explicit Council approval.

Council IT Policy
RESOLVED to approve the draft Policy which had been circulated by the Clerk.

Approval of Policies

RESOLVED to reapprove the following Policies, subject to a forthcoming formal reviéw by
the Locum Clerk who will report to Council any amendments recommended:

Equal Opportunities Statement | Smoking Policy Internal Control Policy
Bullying & Harassment Policy Standing Orders Vexatious Policy
Freedom of Information Policy Financial Regulations Data Protection Policy
Councillor Social Media Policy Members’ Code of Conduct | CCTV Policy
Employee Grievance Procedure | Complaints Procedure Health & Safety Policy
Asset Register

RESOLVED to approve the Asset Register which had been circulated by the Clerk.

Risk Assessments

RESOLVED to approve the General Risk Assessments for the Council buildings as existing,
subject to formal review at the Annual Council Meeting, and to ask the Town Clerk to consult
an external Health & Safety advisor and report back.

Grant applications

RESOLVED to award (i) a grant of £500 to Infinite Wellbeing and (ii) a grant to 5™ Heanor
Guides, the amount of which not to exceed £500 and also be restricted to the cost of speaker,
storage box and headphones. (It was noted that County Cllr Furness may be able to give a

separate grant to this group.)

Fees & charges for 2026/27

RESOLVED to approve the draft fees & charges which had been circulated by the Clerk,
except that weekend rates for hire of The Hut will be increased to be the same as the
Council's other venues (i.e. £21.00/£26.50 per hr).
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Citizens Advice Bureau tenancy agreement
RESOLVED that the annual rent be increased from 1 April 2026 to £4,240.

Appointment of Internal Auditor for FY 2025/26
RESOLVED to appoint J S Marriott & Co to conduct the internal audit.

Floral Displays 2026

RESOLVED to appoint Plantscape UK to provide floral displays in the Parish in 2026 at the
cost quoted in their estimates of 29 January 2026 but, within that cost, the locations to be
adjusted to provide more displays in the Market Place.

Derbyshire Assn of Local Councils membership subscription 2026/27

RESOLVED to pay the DALC annual subscription of £2,375.

HM Government consultation on options for Local Government Reorganisation

RESOLVED (Clirs Emmas-Williams and Ward abstained) to respond in favour of the option
which would place Amber Valley borough wholly within the proposed new North Derbyshire

authority.

Finance

RESOLVED that the Bank Reconciliation for January 2026 be noted.
RESOLVED that the payments of £30,905.17 for January 2026 be approved.
RESOLVED that receipts of £4,518.60 for January 2026 be noted.

Planning

RESOLVED that there is no objection to application AVA-2026-0074 (38, Market Place -
change of use from shop to pub).

The meeting closed at 8pm.



Bank Reconciliation - January 2026

£

Balance b/f

367054.47

367054.47

Add income

4518.6

371573.07

Less expenditu

re

30905.17

340667.90

Represented by:

Current account- Nat West

340767.90

Cash in transit/reserve

0.00

340767.90

100.00

petty cash

Unpresented cheques c/f

0.00

340667.90

0.00

outstanding cheques

Nil

Cash in transit*

Nil
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